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This booklet is developed to summarize the position that Conservation Districts of Iowa takes on various resource and management issues in Iowa and the nation. It is a compilation of the resolutions that have passed the resolution process since 1990 and are still relevant. Those resolutions that have become law or are no longer pertinent because of change in programs have been deleted. A few older resolutions are included when they pertain to basic principles that the association endorses, such as Civil Rights, or reflect a long-time trend that continues to be supported by more recent resolutions.
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Voting for Conservation Districts of Iowa (CDI) Regional Directors during Spring Regional Commissioner Meetings (2015)
Elected CDI Regional Directors serve a valuable role to commissioner and our state. 

Holding the elections of CDI Regional Directors at Spring Regional Commissioner Meetings rather than at Fall Regional Commissioner Meetings would allow for more commissioners to have the opportunity to participate at the state level and elect their leaders.

CDI supports the election of Conservation Districts of Iowa Regional Directors at the Spring Regional Commissioner Meetings.

Sponsoring County: Ida SWCD



Ruling: Relates to CDI Organization Policy, is not sent to another organization
Message among partners highlighting conservation initiative (2014)
CDI will promote a message among partners that highlights the total benefits of all conservation initiatives in the state and their impact on the long term economic and environmental future of Iowa. 

Iowa leads the Nation with its varied and far-reaching conservation initiatives and funding. Utilizing the programs , partnerships  and funding mechanisms already in place , we can claim not only immediate water quality benefits , but also can claim that our current programs have an effect on the future productivity of ag land , wildlife, and economic benefits through enhanced soil health.

Note: this would primarily be like a messaging campaign claiming all the benefits of what we are now doing- with all partners of all programs supporting a broad and common message.

Sponsoring County: CDI Board

SWCD's Tasked with Flood Reduction in Addition to Water Quality Improvement (2014)

CDI makes flood mitigation an SWCD long term goal with equal priority to water quality improvement and soil conservation. CDI supports legislation to provide funding and technical assistance through SWCDs for the express purpose of reducing flooding and the resulting damage to public and private infrastructure.

SWCDs have long been tasked with water quality improvement and soil conservation but have never been asked to reduce flooding or mitigate the effects of drought.   It is our belief that in addition to water quality improvement and soil conservation, water management to reduce flooding and the impacts of drought should be given equal priority by CDI, SWCDs, and funders. SWCD's have experienced staff, tools and technology, partnerships, and relationships with landowners in place to help implement flood mitigation and drought reduction techniques that will protect lives and property.

Sponsoring County: Fayette SWCD

Ruling: Relates to CDI Organization Policy, is not sent to another organization

Civil Rights

Sexual Harassment/ Unlawful Discrimination (1992) (2015)

Conservation Districts of Iowa follow the most current state and Federal EEO, AA & Anti-Discrimination Policy, Section 2.40. This can be found at http://das.hre.iowa.gov/html_documents/ms_manual/02-40.htm. 
Commissioner Activities/District Plans

Provide Technical Assistance for Soil Loss Complaints (2006) (2015)

CDI should take whatever measures necessary to require IDALS to provide technical assistance at all court hearings for soil loss complaints whether it be an NRCS or IDALS employee.

If a farmer is found in contempt of court, the district will need to testify. Some of the questions can be technical in nature and the commissioner may not be able to answer them. This is when an office staff person would need to be put on the stand. Unfortunately, NRCS can deny their employee the right to testify if they are subpoenaed to testify. IDALS allows/requires their employees to testify if they are subpoenaed, however, not all offices have IDALS employees with technical knowledge.
Commissioner Travel Expense Reimbursement (2005) (2015)

CDI supports a resolution to increase the 1M budget to include sufficient funds for reimbursement of all commissioner travel expense.

Commissioners should be reimbursed for travel expense to attend regular monthly meetings and special meetings.
Change in Iowa Code to Change Commissioner Elections (2013)
CDI and IDALS-DSC should work to change the working in Iowa Code Section 161.5 to allow one of the five commissioners elected or appointed to be an 'at-large' commissioner.

Finding commissioners willing to serve can be a challenge for Districts.  Allowing one commissioner to be an at - large commissioner from the same township as another commissioner would address this challenge.

Sponsoring County: Hardin SWCD

Ruling: SSCC Declined to support this resolution as written.  A suggestion was made to follow up with Deb Kozel with the Legislative Services Agency for assistance with updating the language in this resolution to read more clearly. CDI followed up with Deb Kozel with the Legislative Services Agency for assistance in updating the language in this resolution to read more clearly.

Conservation Practices

Possible Revision of Terrace Standards (2013)
Be it resolved, that CDI shall solicit input suggestions from the various districts for changes to terrace design and layout and then work with NRCS scientists to see if modifications are possible.

Changes to terraces such as greater ridge height with wider spacing between terraces and larger blocks or multiple blocks for ends of terraces would promote their installation and prevent them from being removed or modified. 

Sponsoring County: Plymouth SWCD
Ruling: Withdrawn by Iowa, did not move forward to NACD Board
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
Rental Rate Agreement Re-Adjusted Every 5 Years (2015)
CRP, buffer strips, waterways, etc. are needed throughout the State of Iowa, however with the volatility of the commodity markets; USDA rental payments are not staying current with market values.  Therefore it is necessary for rental rates to compete with market values in order to keep these practices from being torn up.

CDI should ask that the State Soil Conservation Committee work with USDA to review and revise rental payments every five years.

Sponsoring County: Buena Vista SWCD



Ruling: The resolution was sent to the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) with recommendation for action.
Enhance CRP Incentives as Acres Decline  (2008) (2015)

CDI supports and requests that USDA upgrade both general and continuous sign-up incentives as economic demands change.

CRP has proven its value as a conservation enhancement.  As changing economics influence landowner decisions on land use, CRP incentives must be enhanced or CRP will fail to compete.  As acres decline funds should be available to upgrade incentives for other CRP possibilities such as continuous sign-up of border, buffer and contour strips.

Raise CRP Enrollment Acres (2000) (2015)
CDI supports current maturing conservation reserve acres to be offered an incentive program to extend the enrollment of the acres, and a short term 3-4 year enrollment to be allowed on additional acres extending the current enrollment well above the 36 million acres now in place.

Raising the enrollment to 45-50 million acres would protect the land for future generations, all the while reducing production of crops with already burdensome carryover and low prices.

Mowing of CRP Waterways (2013)
CDI should pursue a rule change for Grassed Waterways enrolled in the CRP program.  CDI should ask NACD, and any other partner organizations, to lobby USDA to change the rule that prohibits mowing of CRP grassed waterways during certain times of the year.  The rule should be changed to reflect a timely maintenance of the waterway by allowing mowing, as needed, to properly maintain the function and longevity of the practice.

Current rules for grassed waterways enrolled in CRP prohibit mowing during the “nesting season” of May through August.   Conversely, that is the time of greatest rainfall.  If the channel of the grassed waterway cannot me mowed in a timely fashion and is filled with vegetation it reduces its ability to function correctly.  
Sponsoring County: Benton SWCD
Ruling: Failed in hearing, did not move forward to NACD Board
Reduction of CRP Rental Repayment When Contracted Acres Are Incidentally Grazed When Livestock Graze Adjacent Cover Crops (2013)
CDI will support changes to Farm Service Agency policy to allow producers to incidentally graze CCRP contracted acres adjacent to grazed cover crops with reduced or no repayment.

Allowing producers to incidentally graze livestock on CCRP contracted acres adjacent to grazed cover crops without reduced payment or repayment would promote seeding of cover crops. 
Sponsoring County: Madison SWCD
Ruling: Failed in hearing, did not move forward to NACD Board
Rental Rate Agreement Re-Adjusted Every 5 Years (2011)
CDI should ask that the State Soil Conservation Committee work with USDA to review and revise rental payments every five years.

CRP, buffer strips, waterways, etc. are needed throughout the State of Iowa, however, with the volatility of the commodity markets, USDA rental payments are not staying current with market values. Therefore it is necessary for rental rates to compete with market values in order to keep these practices from being torn up. Most Districts are seeing a large increase in the number of practices being terminated at the end of the contract period. We do not want to lose contract holders because of failure to be economically competitive with current commodity values. 
Cost Share

Increase Incentive Rates for all REAP Practices/Forestry/Windbreaks/Native Grass Programs (2007) (2015)

CDI should support updating REAP incentives and practices that more actually reflect the needs of all forestry/windbreak/native grass programs.

Practices need to be updated to include controlling competition (i.e. spraying, fencing, tree guards, manual removal, burning) that threatens the survival of the project. Incentives need to increase to cover current costs.

Agroforestry (2005) (2015)

CDI should encourage and support state cost-share funding incentives for Agroforestry.

Agroforestry is a set of land use practices that incorporate trees, shrubs, forage and row crops designed in a way that provide environmental, social and economic benefits.


Revision to Update Agricultural Land Under Conservation Cover  (2011)

CDI supports a simple revision (italicized and bolded) to Iowa Code Chapter 161A.76, removing the date of January 1, 1981, and making the rule correspond to sodbusting within the previous 15 years, as follows:

1. It is the intent of this chapter that each tract of agricultural land which has been brought into production within the past fifteen years by clearing, plowing or planting row crops, shall for purposes of this section be considered classified as agricultural land under conservation cover.  If a tract of land so classified has been cleared, plowed or planted to a row crop within the past fifteen years, the commissioners of the soil and water conservation district in which the land is located shall not approve use of state cost-sharing funds for establishing permanent or temporary soil and water conservation practices on that tract of land in an amount greater than one-half the amount of cost-sharing funds which would be available for that land if it were not considered classified as agricultural land under conservation cover.  …  (No other changes to the rest of this section.)

Cost share for “agricultural land under conservation cover” is restricted by Iowa Code Chapter 161A.76.  Agricultural land which has not been plowed or used for growing row crops at any time within 15 years prior to January 1, 1981, is classified as agricultural land under conservation cover.  If any tract of land so classified is thereafter plowed or used for growing row crops, the district commissioners shall not approve use for establishing permanent or temporary soil and water conservation practices on that land in an amount greater than one-half the normal amount of cost share funds.  The rule was probably written shortly after state cost share was started back in the 70’s to prevent the appearance that public funds were being used to subsidize sodbusting and land clearing.

This is still a good rule today.  However, determining eligibility for full cost-share often requires a review of maps back to 1966 (15 years prior to January 1, 1981).  In many cases the amps are not available or the process is so time-consuming it doesn’t get done.  Most of the time the land has changed hands and the new owner doesn’t know the cropping history, making self-certification almost impossible.  This problem will get worse as time goes on, to the point where no one will be able to properly address the true intention of the code.
State Cost‑Share Programs

Creation of a small grain incentive program to promote summer construction (2015)
Whereas the March 31, 2009, letter to all Soil and Water Conservation Districts regarding summer incentive changes for IFIP which offers $200 per acre and does not allow for the harvesting and/or grazing of the conservation cover; and, whereas land owners and operators would be more likely to opt for summer conservation construction if given the added incentive of making stewardly use of the cover crop, we the Sioux County Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners propose the following resolution.

Be it resolved that we the Conservation Districts of Iowa (CDI) support the creation of a new small grain incentive program to promote summer construction of structural conservation practices.

Sponsoring County: Sioux SWCD

Ruling: The resolution was sent to the State Soil Conservation Committee (SSCC) with recommendation for action.
Revision of State Designation or Eligible Practices (2015)
The current practice list for 0% loans and cost share excludes many practices that would assist livestock producers with improving their pasture lands and many of the new water quality practices included in the Nutrient Reduction Initiative.  Practices such as fencing, rural water hookups, wells, pipelines, bioreactors, saturated buffers, controlled drainage, and urban water quality practices, as a few examples are not included.

CDI supports the revision of Iowa Code Chapter 27-10.82(161a) to include a broader list of eligible practices.  CDI should work with IDALS-DSC to gather input from districts for additional eligible practices to be included.  CDI should work with State IDALS-DSC staff to implement the changes required in the Iowa Code.

Sponsoring County: Washington SWCD

Ruling: The resolution was sent to the State Soil Conservation Committee (SSCC) with recommendation for action.
Providing cost share dollars for growing alfalfa in rotation with corn and soybeans (2015)
The adoption of cover crops has moved slowly in Iowa, largely because of the lack of market incentives, but also because of limited financial incentives, which primarily come in the form of cost share dollars from the Division of Soil Conservation.  The added expense of establishing cover crops and the difficulty in assigning a monetary value to the benefits of cover crops together serve to dissuade many producers from considering the seeding of cover crops.  

CDI supports the provision of cost share dollars for the establishment of alfalfa as a rotational crop to complement corn-soybean rotations in Iowa.

Sponsoring County: Story SWCD

Ruling: The resolution was sent to the State Soil Conservation Committee (SSCC) with recommendation for action.
Watershed Structures regarding Project and/or Operation & Maintenance Agreements (2010)(2015)
The Districts would like CDI to assist NRCS, DSC, and other partners in providing guidance to the Soil and Water Conservation Districts, County Boards of Supervisors, and other sponsors on what to do with these structures once they have reached the end of their designed practice life and whether or not they will continue to provide technical assistance after the structures have reached their designed practice life.  

Many of the larger flood control structures have a 50-year designed practice life span.  The sponsors of these projects hold perpetual easements that include operation and maintenance of these structures for the length of the easement.  There have been several discussions among partners as to how sponsors should handle the operation and maintenance of the structures once they have reached their designed life.  As of yet, there has been no clear guidance for the sponsors as to what to do.  Project sponsors need clear guidance as to how to handle the operation and maintenance of these structures in order to make important decisions.  The sponsors also need to know whether they can count on technical assistance from NRCS, DSC, or other partners when these structures reach the end of the practice life and go beyond their practice life.
Raise Cap on Environment 1st Fund (2006) (2015)

CDI supports an increase in the Environment First Fund to reflect increased demand for soil and water protection. These dollars are matched by producers and are a very cost effective means for voluntary environmental protection on private working lands.

There is no more basic infrastructure needing continued protection in Iowa than our soil and water resources. It is the fundamental resource which 25 percent of Iowa’s economy is estimated to be based. The Infrastructure First Funds have not increased with the increasing gaming revenues, and in fact the cap has not been increased since the inception of this worthwhile program. With additional facilities and increases in revenue, the Environment First Fund Cap should be dramatically increased to addresses increasing concerns with environmental protection and recreation.
Revision of Summer Incentive Changes for IFIP (2014)
Whereas the March 31, 2009, letter to all Soil and Water Conservation Districts regarding summer incentive changes for IFIP which offers $200 per acre and does not allow for the harvesting and/or grazing of the conservation cover; and, whereas there is no specific language in the administrative rules 10.41(5) and 10.60(2) forbidding such practice(s); and, whereas land owners and operators would be more likely to opt for summer conservation construction if given the added incentive of making stewardly use of the cover crop, we the Sioux County Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners propose the following resolution.

Be it resolved that we the Conservation Districts of Iowa (CDI) support the addition by IDALS-DSC of a paragraph to its administrative rules 10.60(2) which states: “f. Any conservation cover that has silage, forage, or bedding value, may be harvested or grazed as long as erosion control is preserved and there is no adverse effect to the newly constructed conservation practice.”
The following factors support this action: (1) $200 per acre may or may not cover the rent; but it certainly does not cover the cost of the establishment of the conservation cover, taking into consideration machinery, seed, time, management, and lost income from not being able to plant corn or soybeans.  (2) Having more acres available for summer conservation construction work helps SWCD personnel and contractors to spread out the workload more evenly from June 15 to the onset of winter.  (3) Letting several acres of standing conservation cover go unused is not a stewardly use of a valuable resource.  (4) Fill material for terraces should have the crop residues or cover crop materials removed prior to construction (5) Allowing the harvesting or grazing of conservation cover costs the State of Iowa nothing.  In fact, it would bring in a few more tax dollars if farmers are allowed to profit from the use of the conservation cover.  Basically, every party would stand to gain from instituting this added incentive to making more land available for summer construction, not the least of which is the land itself!

Sponsoring County: Sioux SWCD

Ruling: SSCC declined to support this resolution because: harvesting, or grazing could influence the decision on when the conservation work will be done; landowners are receiving $200 incentive per acre on the ground set aside for construction(which is a land rental fee), and want the standard to stay consistent with the rules for summer construction set by NRCS.

Revise Prescribed Grazing Practice to Exclude the Requirement of Native Grass Paddocks (2013) 
CDI should pursue a change in Iowa Administrative Code, Soil Conservation Division (27) Chapter (12) Section 12.82 (8) to eliminate the requirement of native grass paddocks to receive cost share for prescribed grazing practices. 

Pasture production can be improved with rotational grazing and nutrient management.  Native grasses should be encouraged not required as they grow slowly, require 2-3 years before grazing, are not feasible in some operations and are difficult to manage
Sponsoring County: Dallas SWCD
Ruling: SSCC approved to support this resolution to change the code to eliminate the requirement.
Eliminate The 30% Restriction On The Amount Cost Share That Can Be Used To Fund Residue And Management Practices And Temporary Practices (2013)
CDI should pursue a change in the Iowa Code Chapter 10, Section 27-10.41(1) to eliminate the restriction on amount of cost share that can be used for residue and management practices, and temporary practices.

Practices such as no-till and cover crops are recommended in Iowa’s Nutrient Reduction Strategy and can be more practical or beneficial than a permanent practice.  Counties should be able to set priorities for the practices most needed and beneficial to their county. 

Sponsoring County: Dallas SWCD
Ruling: SSCC approved to support this resolution to change the code to eliminate the restriction.
Assisting Local Units of Government (2013)
We ask that a resolution be passed that demonstrates CDI's support for a rule change that would allow REAP practice funds to be used to help local units of government install practices on public property that benefit water quality and help educate the public.

Allowing all units of government to be eligible for REAP cost-share assistance for practices that improve water quality would; foster partnerships, allow SWCDs to decide how best to use funding for maximum benefit in their communities, increase educational opportunities and manage stormwater runoff to protect water quality. 
Sponsoring County: Polk SWCD, Co-sponsored by Boone SWCD
Ruling: SSCC approved to support this resolution to change the rule change to allow REAP practice funds to be used to help local units of government with a 30% total cap on their allocation.
Change Minimum Value for IFIP Allocations (2012)
CDI supports Floyd SWCD in its efforts to change the minimum value used in determining initial allocations to districts for volunteer program (IFIP) funds from 0.4 to 0.6.  CDI support this resolution which would change Section 10.51(1) of the Iowa Administrative Code.

Changing the minimum value used to allocate initial allocations will allow all Districts with a preponderance of 2E soils to receive a somewhat larger initial allocation of IFIP monies.  The SWCD’s benefitting from the increased minimum value (28 Districts) will be able to assist more producers with their erosion control needs.

Sponsoring County: Floyd SWCD
Ruling: SSCC declined to support this resolution as written. 72 districts would’ve received decreased initial allocations. Of the 28 districts that would’ve seen an increase in their initial allocation, 21 have an account balance that would fully fund all pending applications in those districts. 
Allow REAP funds to be combined with public funds (2012)
CDI should support a change to the Administrative Rules, allowing REAP-Practices Funds to be used in combination with other public funds up to a combined maximum of 75 percent of the approved cost for permanent soil conservation practices. 

Allowing REAP Practice Funds to be used in combination with other public funds, would leverage significantly more dollars which would result in the implementation of substantially more conservation being put on the ground. 

Sponsoring County: Decatur SWCD
Ruling: SSCC supported this resolution to allow combining with other public funds, as long as the REAP portion does not exceed 50% cost share. 
Allow REAP funds for urban stream bank shoreline practices (2012)
CDI supports a revision of the rules on REAP funding to allow urban stream bank and shoreline stabilization and protection.  CDI will work with the State Soil Conservation Committee and IDALS-DSC to change the REAP rules to allow all landowners to be eligible to apply for stream bank and shoreline stabilization and protection cost share.

Allowing REAP funds to be used for stream bank and shoreline stabilization and protection practices in urban areas would keep the sediment load of Iowa’s streams and lakes under control.  

Sponsoring County: Johnson SWCD
Ruling: SSCC supported the resolution to change the rules to allow this. 
Allow REAP funds to be combined with municipal funds (2012)
CDI supports a revision of the rules on REAP funding to allow combined REAP and municipal funding for urban practices up to 75% with the REAP portion of the funding not to exceed 50%.  CDI will work with the State Soil Conservation Committee and IDALS-DSC to change the REAP rules to allow all landowners to be eligible to combined municipal funding with REAP.

By combining REAP funding with municipal storm water funds more BMP’s will be installed by homeowners, opportunities for partnership with cities, towns, urban planners and landowners will be expanded and local county SWCDs will be allowed to make allocation decisions based on their county’s needs.

Sponsoring County: Johnson SWCD
Ruling: SSCC supported this resolution to allow combining with other public funds, as long as the REAP portion did not exceed 50% cost share. 
Make urban stream water an eligible practice for REAP funds (2012)
CDI supports a revision of the rules on REAP funding to include urban stormwater as an eligible practice for water protection funds. CDI will work with the State Soil Conservation Committee and IDALS-DSC to change the REAP rules to make urban areas eligible for water protection funds.

Designating urban runoff as a “water quality problem” will aid in the success of getting the needed BMP’s on the ground to address a major contributor to Iowa’s water quality.

Sponsoring County: Johnson SWCD
Ruling: SSCC supported this resolution to allow stormwater practices to be cost share without priority designation.
60% Cost Share for Special Watershed Projects (2011)
An incentive of 60% cost share on a project shall require 2 or more contiguous farm units and  constitute at least 75% of the agricultural land lying within a watershed or subwatershed.

Currently, in Iowa Code 161A.73 and the Associated Iowa Administrative Code Chapters  27-10.41(4), 10.56(161A), and 10.60(3) five or more contiguous farm units which collectively have at least 500 or more acres of farmland and constitute at least 75% of the agricultural land lying within a watershed or subwatershed are eligible to receive 60% cost share on a project.  Operators have not responded to this incentive as was hoped. With farm sizes increasing it is difficult to get large groups of owners to participate.  Changing the required number of farm units would assist SWCDs in targeting priority watersheds.

Erosion Control/Iowa 2000

Revise the definition of conservation tillage to increase the residue cover from 30 to 50% (2015)
The current definition of conservation tillage is outdated and should be changed to reflect progress made over the last three decades in residue management and soil conserving measures.

CDI supports the redefining of conservation tillage to increase the residue cover from 30 to 50%.

Sponsoring County: Story SWCD

Ruling: The resolution was sent to the National Association of Conservation Districts (NACD) with recommendation for action.
Limited Removal of Crop Residues for Celluostic Ethanol Production (2007) (2015)

CDI should support rules/regulations that would limit removal of crop residues. The planting of winter cover crops, where crop residues are removed for ethanol production shall be encouraged.  

Districts are anticipating both short term erosion problems and long term soil quality problems due to removal of crop residues for celluostic ethanol. To prevent these problems from developing we need to keep the soil surface covered with either crop residue or a winter cover crop, and need to maintain organic matter levels and soil quality by either limiting annual removal of crop residue or providing the winter cover crops to mitigate the effects of removing crop residue.

All Cropland Should be Required to Have a Conservation Plan (2007) (2015)

CDI supports changing Farm Bill legislation to say that all land in production should be required to have conservation plans in order to be eligible for any USDA benefits.

Many of the NHEL fields have long slope lengths and with excessive tillage have considerable erosion. Should landowners who have NHEL fields not be required to have waterways in place when those with HEL fields are required?  

Assessments of Aging Watersheds (2011)
· It is time to start a statewide assessment of our Iowa Watersheds.   To do this CDI needs to take the lead and bring the stakeholders together to discuss what is needed.      

· The Stakeholders will need to start seeking ongoing funding for this comprehensive assessment.   This study is necessary to protect current infrastructure plus anticipate environmental, economic, political and social changes.   

· With assistance from the local SWCD and NRCS it is time to pull together all past information, to organize what information is available and determine what programs are available to assist in gathering necessary information.  
The infrastructure of grade control and water retention structures is aging    Many dollars, both landowner and taxpayer, have been used for these practices.  Yet it seems like every year parts of the state receive record setting rains that lead to agricultural land and urban damage.   

Watershed Planning has been ongoing for over 70 years in various forms and procedures.    This planning and the conservation practices that are installed have successfully provided protection.  

New assessments will help make decisions that will preserve the natural resources.  They will provide a picture of the needs and what it will take to continue the long term positive effect these aging installed conservation practices have.
Federal Tax Code

Property Sale Tax Code Change (2006)(2015)

CDI supports a change to section 1031 of the US tax code to allow a portion of sale proceeds of capital property to be used for capital improvements of the newly acquired property. This could include conservation practices which meet NRCS standards and specifications.

Current tax law imposes a time limit of 180 days for like-kind purchases to be finalized. By allowing a longer period for capital improvements to be made to replacement property, a portion of sale proceeds could be used to improve property including applying conservation measures. There is potential to greatly increase soil and water conservation implementation without needing additional public funds.
Plants

Encourage Use of Native Plants (1995) (2015)

Iowa Soil and Water Conservation Districts and their staffs should encourage the use of native plants, especially slow growing hardwood trees, whenever possible, through tree sales, awards, demonstrations, educational programs, handbooks, critical area plantings, etc.

Most plants that are native to Iowa are hardy, successful, useful and beautiful. The use of native plants of all types, including trees, should be encouraged whenever and wherever possible as better alternatives to introduced species which may be less well adapted to Iowa conditions. To protect the genetic heritage and diversity of our native and agricultural ecosystems, we should encourage the use of these species.

Add cover crops to list of approved state cost share practices (2011)
Add cover crops as a management practice to the state cost list of practices outlined under Chapter 10 rules.

Cover crops planted in the fall to reduce soil erosion during the time fields are exposed to wind and water erosion are rapidly becoming a practice of choice for producers who are faced with increasing erosion, nutrient loss, and decreases in soil quality.  The cover crop practice standard 340 under NRCS already outlines how that practice is to be implemented.  
Right of Way

Promote Better Right of Way Policies (2002) (2015)

CDI should encourage SWCDs to promote more rigorous and conservation minded Right of Way Policies with County Supervisors and County IDOT Engineers.

As ROW’s become filled with eroded soil, sediment and snow trapping efficiency decreases, native flora/fauna communities suffer, and road damage/flooding increases.  Culverts fail prematurely when water stands in the ditch because it doesn’t drain. There are hundreds of thousands of dollars spent annually in most counties to maintain ditches.
State Positions

Relabeling “State Secretaries” to Better Describe the Vital Functions and Services they Provide to Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCD’s) (2015)

State Secretaries serve a vital role in the daily operation of SWCD’s.  They serve as the coordinator for ensuring Districts have the tools and information required to operate effectively.

CDI supports changing the job title of our State Secretaries to Soil and Water Conservation District Coordinators (District Coordinators). While only the Iowa Department of Administrative Services can change an official Job Classification, CDI recommends that our State and Federal Partners forgo use of the job title “State Secretary” in favor of the more descriptive and relevant title of “District Coordinator”.

Sponsoring County: Boone SWCD

Ruling: On September 22, 2015, CDI and Commissioners were alerted that Secretaries had been relabeled to Conservation Assistants

Employee Training (2001) (2015)

The Division of Soil Conservation will allow the local SWCD to schedule specialized training opportunities for District Secretaries, as the district determines this to be in the best interest of their operations and program management.

Specialized training could include utilizing various commercial software, computer classes or seminars in areas such as:  communicating with diverse customers, improving time management, organizing workload, and multiple project management.

Fill Vacant Staff Positions in Soil & Water Conservation District Offices (2011)

CDI supports full staffing of Iowa Soil and Water Conservation District offices, including but not limited to State Secretaries and technicians.  If it is impossible to fund the filling all current vacant positions, then at least begin with the heavier workload SWCDs.

Not having a full-time secretary causes hardship to the mission of the SWCD as well as to the service to SWCD customers. DSC is mandating that secretaries from a neighboring district cover secretarial duties in SWCDs with vacancies. This causes a hardship to the SWCDs that are forced to share their secretaries with their neighboring SWCD. Currently, there are 21 SWCDs that do not have a secretarial position; therefore, at least 42 SWCDs are suffering from lack of secretarial assistance. These numbers are likely to increase as secretaries retire and leave. Secretaries covering more than one SWCD are being subjected to undue stress and workload overload and likely not accomplishing duties satisfactorily.
State Taxes

State Sales Tax (1991) (2015)

CDI asks that a statewide sales tax of 2/10 (0.2) of one percent be enacted by the State of Iowa to fund construction of permanent conservation practices. Proposed amendment:

Recognizing the importance of soil conservation and water quality and the need for people and agencies to share in this, we feel that it is essential that a percentage of sales tax be allocated toward such practices. We feel that an application formula will fund practices through the Division of Soil Conservation for soil and water conservation districts, county conservation boards, boards of supervisors, Division of State Parks and Forests, towns and cities. When the State Legislature increases the sales tax, the Division of Soil Conservation would receive 2/10 of 1 percent of the sales tax to fund conservation practices.
Leave taxes on all lands for watershed structured maintenance (2012)
CDI and IDALS-DSC should work to change the wording in Iowa Code Section 161E.9 from ‘agricultural land’ to ‘all real property currently subject to property tax’ to allow possible future taxes to be levied in a fair manner on a county wide basis.
The change in code would allow for the tax to be levied to all who receive a benefit from the continued functioning of existing watershed structures and would assist districts and county Board of Supervisors in maintaining and improving these structures.
Sponsoring County: Cherokee SWCD

Ruling: Conservation Districts of Iowa and the State Soil Conservation Committee are in support of the resolution to change the wording in Iowa Code Section 161E.9 from ‘agricultural land’ to ‘all property currently subject to property tax’ to allow possible future taxes to be levied in a fair manner on a county wide basis.
Urban

Establishment of the Iowa Urban Conservation Program (2007) (2015)

CDI actively supports the establishment and expansion of a permanent Urban Conservation program with qualified staff for Iowa’s urban population.

There is an increasing demand for urban services, including but not limited to, erosion and sediment control for construction sites, Low Impact Development recommendations, design, education and implementation, urban drainage issues, water quality issues within urban areas (streams, rivers and lakes). The urban population is looking to the Soil and Water Conservation Districts for assistance and with the already over whelming work load with agriculture resource concerns, urban issues are not addressed. The urban areas have been found to be a larger impact on water and soil resources. By not educating and assisting the urban population of Iowa citizens we could be sending a message that urban issues are not a problem, and that the agricultural areas of Iowa are responsible for all of the problems with Iowa’s water and soil quality.

Increase the Emphasis on Soil and Water Conservation in Urban Areas (1996) (2015)

CDI will work with NRCS and IDALS‑DSC to see that the following items are accomplished:

1.  NRCS and the IDALS‑DSC take ownership of the problem of erosion and sediment control on construction sites in Iowa and begin a comprehensive soil and water conservation program for them.

2.  NRCS and IDALS‑DSC work with ISU Extension Service to update the Iowa Construction Site Erosion Control Manual and revise Iowa's NRCS Technical Guide to make the two compatible and comprehensive in serving users who plan, design, install, and maintain soil and water conservation practices for construction sites.

3. NRCS and DSC assign at least one person on the present staff the responsibility of improving the quantity and quality of soil and water conservation assistance in urban areas.

4.  NRCS provide training opportunities to District Conservationists with urban programs.

5.  IDALS‑DSC prepares model ordinances for municipalities to use for erosion and sediment control and for better storm water management.
Construction sites can contribute many times more soil loss and sedimentation per acre than farmland. And, some soil and water conservation districts are experiencing increasing construction and expansion of urban areas. By increasing emphasis on soil and water conservation in urban areas, the human resource base served by SWCDs will be expanded, more people will be served, and more support for soil and water conservation can result.
Partnerships/Agreement

Update of Cooperative Working Agreement between Natural Resources Conservation Services, State of Iowa, and Soil & Water Conservation Districts (2015)
Due to staffing reductions, additional programs and associated dollars, as well as the increased emphasis on water quality concerns, the current cooperative working agreement no longer meets field office needs.
Conservation Districts of Iowa (CDI) supports the need for Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), State of Iowa, and Soil & Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs) to update the Cooperative Working Agreement to better address current staffing shortages in field offices and to better define required partner contributions and meet the needs of today’s partnership.
Sponsoring County: Jasper SWCD

Ruling: The resolution was sent to the State Soil Conservation Committee (SSCC) with recommendation for action.
Education

Conservation Education Alignment (2015)

Conservation education is essential to the youth of Iowa. Raising a new generation of conservation leaders, and encouraging conservation practices early will be essential in carrying on our conservation efforts and making students aware of our natural resources. With agriculture core to Iowa’s economy, it is necessary that we teach the proper use of natural resources and strategies for conservation in the classroom to build a successful future for the state.  However, educators are finding it difficult to incorporate these ideas as they are not currently aligned with the Iowa Core Curriculum standards. 

CDI supports working with the Iowa Department of Education and other educators to align conservation awareness & education for students at all levels to the Iowa Core Standards.  This will make it easier for teachers to incorporate these important lessons into the classroom.  

Sponsoring County: Jones SWCD

Ruling: The resolution was sent to the State Soil Conservation Committee (SSCC) with recommendation for action.
